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Reading For Pleasure Spine
We would like all children to develop a love of reading, and understand which books they enjoy and why that may be. There is a reading
for pleasure spine designed for EYFS up to Year 6. Within each spine there are a large selection of high quality texts which aim to provide
depth and breadth to the children's reading. Within the Reading for Pleasure Spine we have also created a selection of non-fiction texts
which support the development of background knowledge, and provide additonal reading for those children who enjoy non-fiction texts.
The book recomendations may also be used to support the teaching of specific subject areas, whole class reading, or they can be
accessed independently by the children.




Reading Spine Aims

‘From the earliest ages, reading is much more than decoding. From the start, reading is also accessing and further acquiring language
knowledge and domain knowledge. This means that instruction and practice in fluency of decoding need to be accompanied by instruction and
practice in vocabulary and domain knowledge. If we want to raise later achievement ..., we need to combine early instruction in the procedures

of literacy with early instruction in the content of literacy, specifically: vocabulary, conventions of language, and knowledge of the world
E. D. Hirsch, Jr. (2003)

'
.

The aim of this reading spine is to provide an extensive list of high quality texts which staff can use to apply to thier own long term
plans. These are books to use as class reads, as study books for writing, as whole class reading books, and as recommendations for
reading corners. Extracts may be taken from texts to explore in greater detail.

We aim for by the time a child reaches year 6 and beyond, they have developed rich vocabulary and broader knowledge of the
world, and as a result of this are able to access more complex books expected of them in secondary school.

It should be noted that book and text selection not only considers narratives and poems, but also recognises that a good balance of topic
appropriate non-fiction should be read to help further develop children's background knowledge of the subject they are studying.
High Quality Texts for All
The collection has been designed to introduce children to a growing range of texts. Whilst some children may not be able to read all of
the books independently, an important function of the collection is to expose children so they can access a wider range of titles, authors

and genres. For more experienced readers, the collection offers an increasingly challenging range of books.

When selecting the books we considered three areas: learning to read; access to high quality texts to enable access for all; and to
promote reading for pleasure and experiential and language develoment through information texts.




Learning to Read

The early reading books are particularily supportive for children who are learning to read. These books help children behave like readers,
These books may be:

Memorable texts that feature repetition and encourage predictions

Texts within which rhythm and rhyme are important

Texts that allow children to practice and apply thier phonic knowledge

Texts which positivley reflect children's interests and backgrounds

Books with suportive illustrations

Books that draw attention to written language and the way books work

Texts that are multi-layered- capable of being read at different levels

Books that deal with important themes

Books in which language is used in lively, inventive ways

Books by skillful and experienced childrens writers and illustrators

Traditional and contempory 'classics' of childrens literature

Stories from different cultural settings

Texts that promote discussion and reflection

Books with text and pictures that provide comprehensive information, which are also an enjoyable reading experience, broadening

knowledge, vocabulary, and experience of the world.

The texts have been selected through recomendations: National Literacy Trust, Little Wandle Letters and Sounds, The Book Trust, Books
for Topics, Chesnut Books and more.

Considerations have been made for areas of learning covered in the curriculum to ensure wider reading.
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