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Reading For Pleasure Spine 
We would like all children to develop a love of reading, and understand which books they enjoy and why that may be. There is a reading 
for pleasure spine designed for EYFS up to Year 6. Within each spine there are a large selection of high quality texts which aim to provide 
depth and breadth to the children's reading.  Within the Reading for Pleasure Spine we have also created a selection of non-fiction texts 
which support the development of background knowledge, and provide additonal reading for those children who enjoy non-fiction texts. 

The book recomendations may also be used to support the teaching of specific subject areas, whole class reading, or they can be 
accessed independently by the children. 

 
 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Reading Spine Aims 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The aim of this reading spine is to provide an extensive list of high quality texts which staff can use to apply to thier own long term 
plans. These are books to use as class reads, as study books for writing, as whole class reading books, and as recommendations for 

reading corners. Extracts may be taken from texts to explore in greater detail. 
 

We aim for by the time a child reaches year 6 and beyond, they have developed rich vocabulary and broader knowledge of the 
world, and as a result of this are able to access more complex books expected of them in secondary school. 

 
It should be noted that book and text selection not only considers narratives and poems, but also recognises that a good balance of topic- 

appropriate non-fiction should be read to help further develop children's background knowledge of the subject they are studying. 
 

High Quality Texts for All 
 

The collection has been designed to introduce children to a growing range of texts. Whilst some children may not be able to read all of 
the books independently, an important function of the collection is to expose children so they can access a wider range of titles, authors 

and genres. For more experienced readers, the collection offers an increasingly challenging range of books. 
 

When selecting the books we considered three areas: learning to read; access to high quality texts to enable access for all; and to 
promote reading for pleasure and experiential and language develoment through information texts. 

 
 
 
 
 



Learning to Read 
The early reading books are particularily supportive for children who are learning to read. These books help children behave like readers, 
These books may be: 

• Memorable texts that feature repetition and encourage predictions 

• Texts within which rhythm and rhyme are important 

• Texts that allow children to practice and apply thier phonic knowledge 

• Texts which positivley reflect children's interests and backgrounds 

• Books with suportive illustrations 

• Books that draw attention to written language and the way books work 

• Texts that are multi-layered- capable of being read at different levels 

• Books that deal with important themes 

• Books in which language is used in lively, inventive ways 

• Books by skillful and experienced childrens writers and illustrators 

• Traditional and contempory 'classics' of childrens literature 

• Stories from different cultural settings 

• Texts that promote discussion and reflection 

• Books with text and pictures that provide comprehensive information, which are also an enjoyable reading experience, broadening 
knowledge, vocabulary, and experience of the world. 

 
 
 
 

The texts have been selected through recomendations: National Literacy Trust, Little Wandle Letters and Sounds, The Book Trust, Books 
for Topics, Chesnut Books and more.  
 
Considerations have been made for areas of learning covered in the curriculum to ensure wider reading. 
 
 
 
 

***This is an ever-evolving document which will consider newly released books and other recommendation from the teaching 
profession.*** 
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We have carefully selected each text for a specific reason. We believe that all children should read these books by the time they leave 

Rosedale. By the end of Y6 we aim for Rosedale pupils to have read a large breath of texts which have supported vocabulary 
development, understanding of the world, awareness of current world themes, and an understanding of much-loved authors. 

 Each text supports a carefully organised and progressive plan for writing, where the children can enjoy texts and develop as readers, but 
then also write as authors. Through this we are supporting even the most disadvantaged pupils to become creative and literate, whilst 

also demonstrating and expressing themselves through their writing. 
 

Following the initial settling in period, where the practitioners get to know the children, EYFS focuses on Phase 1 environmental sounds in 
phonics. In reception the teaching of phonological awareness becomes a key area of learning. Reception children take part in formal 
phonics lessons using 'Little Wandle Letters and Sounds'. Thus allowing the children to become successful, skillful and experienced 

readers as soon as possible.  
 

Daily phonics lessons, 1:1 reading, group reading sessions (focusing on decoding, prosody and comprehension), keep up and catch up 
teaching also takes place to support all areas of reading. 

 
 
 

Throughout the year, a key text will form the basis of a week's English lessons. The use of high quality texts will support the teaching of 
reading, writing, oracy, spoken language and child-initiated learning across the curriculum. 
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*Texts can be used to support the areas of learning. 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      

Fiction and 
favourites  

Non-Fiction Stories with 
repeated 
verses, 

rhyming, and 
poetry 

Celebrations 
and Special 

Times 

 Personal, 
Social and 
Emotional 

Development 

Traditional 
Tales 

*No specific 
Author 



 
 
  
  

 

 

   

On The Way Home  
by Jill Murphy  

Rosies Walk 
by Pat Hutchins  

Five Minutes Peace  
by Jill Murphy 

Cops and Robbers 
by Janet and Allen Ahlberg 
 

Mr BIG 
by Ed Vere  

   
  

Peace At Last  
by Jill Murphy  

Whatever Next  
by Jill Murphy  

Best Test 
by Pippa Goodhart 

Little Bear' Spring  
by Elli Woollard 

The Robber Raccoon                           

by Lou Kuenzlercellor and Julia 

Groves 

 

 

    

Police Officers 
by Nancy Dickmann 

Firefighters 
by Nancy Dickmann 

Police officer 
by Rebecca Hunter 

Nurse 
by Rebecca Hunter 

Dentist 
by Rebecca Hunter 



     

Peep Inside how a Fire Engine 
works  

By Lara Bryan  

Paramedic 
by Rebecca Hunter 

Do You Love Bugs? 

by Matt Robertson 

I Want to Play . . . (When I Grow Up)  
by Rosamund Lloyd 

Curious Kids: Stars and Space                   

by Jonny Marx 

 

 

  

 

Shark In the Park 
by Nick Sharratt 

Chickens Aren’t the Only Ones 
by Ruth Heller 
 

We're Going On A Bear Hunt  
by Michael Rosen  

The Gruffalo  
by Julia Donaldson 

What's in the Witches Kitchen 
by Nick Sharratt 

     

Little Wandle Recommends 
Big Green Crocodile  
by Jane Newberry 
 

Little Wandle Recommends 
Caterpillar Cake  
by Matt Goodfellow 

Little Wandle Recommends 
 Out and About 
 by Shirley Hughes 

Little Wandle Recommends 
Wriggle and Roar  
by Julia Donaldson 

Little Wandle Recommends 
Zim Zam Zoom!  
By James Carter 

https://www.waterstones.com/author/lara-bryan/3602647
https://amzn.to/3mv3wST


 

 
 

 

 

Binny's Diwali                                             
by Thrity Umrigar and Nidhi 
Chanani  

 

Kippers Birthday                                   
by Mick Inkpen 
 

Dear Santa                                      
by Rod Campbell 

 

Shhh                                                   
by Julie Sykes 

We’re Going on an Egg Hunt               

by Laura Hughes 

 

 

 

 

  
My First Chinese New Year  
by Karen Katz 

The Best Diwali Ever 
By Sonali Shah  

Dream Snow                                          
by Eric Carle 

The Night Before Mother's Day 
by Natasha Wing 

Party for Dads  
by Adam and Charlotte Guillain 

  

 

 

 

Lulu's First Day 
by Anna McQuinn 

The Colour Monster Goes To 
School  
by Anna Llenas  

 Starting School 
by Janet and Allan Ahlberg 

Olympig! 
by Victoria Jamieson 
 

Worm Loves Worm 
by J.J. Austrian 

https://www.amazon.com/Binnys-Diwali-Thrity-Umrigar/dp/1338364480/ref=sr_1_10?keywords=diwali&qid=1666819467&qu=eyJxc2MiOiI4Ljg3IiwicXNhIjoiOC41NiIsInFzcCI6IjguMDMifQ%3D%3D&s=books&sr=1-10
https://www.amazon.com/Nidhi-Chanani/e/B00P9Y6OIO?ref=sr_ntt_srch_lnk_10&qid=1666819467&sr=1-10
https://www.amazon.com/Nidhi-Chanani/e/B00P9Y6OIO?ref=sr_ntt_srch_lnk_10&qid=1666819467&sr=1-10


     

Kind  
By Axel Scheffler 

Little Wandle Recommends 
Where’s Lenny? 
by Ken Wilson-Max 

Little Wandle Recommends 
All Kinds of Families  
by Sophy Henn 

Little Wandle Recommends 
My Grandma and Me 
by Mina Javaherbin and Lyndsey 
Yankey 

Little Wandle Recommends 
Love Makes a Family  
by Sophie Beer 

  

 

  

Jack and The Beanstalk 
 

Goldilocks and the Three Bears 
 

The Three Little Pigs  
 

Little Red Riding Hood 
 

The Little Red Hen 
 

 

  

  

The Frog Prince 
 

The Elves and The Shoemaker 
 

The Ugly Duckling                                 The Three Billy Goats Gruff                  The Gingerbread Man                                                      

 


