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We have carefully selected each text for a specific reason. We believe that all children should read these books by the time they leave 

Rosedale. By the end of Y6 we aim for Rosedale pupils to have read a large breath of texts which have supported vocabulary development, 

understanding of the world, awareness of current world themes, and an understanding of much-loved authors. 

 Each text supports a carefully organised and progressive plan for writing, where the children can enjoy texts and develop as readers, but 

then also write as authors. Through this we are supporting even the most disadvantaged pupils to become creative and literate, whilst also 

demonstrating and expressing themselves through their writing. 

Core Texts Key: 

Fiction      Diversity  Non-fiction    Picture book   Poem  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Early Years Foundation Stage 
Nursery The Very Hungry Caterpillar  

-Eric Carle  

 

Super Duper You  
-Sophy Henn 

 

As We Grow  
-Libby Walden and Richard 

Jones  

We’re Going on a Bear Hunt 
-Michael Rosen 

 

Eric Carle’s The Very Hungry 
Caterpillar is a perennial favourite with 
children and adults alike. Its 
imaginative illustration and clever cut-
out detail charts the progress of a very 
hungry caterpillar as he eats his way 
through the week. 
(Links to UTW/literacy/maths/PSED) 

Sophy Henn celebrates all the different, 
extraordinary and sometimes contradictory 
things we are in this joyful and colourful 
rhyming picture book. 
Whatever you are, let’s be proud of you 
being you! This bright and colourful picture 
book is a joyful celebration of the 
uniqueness of each individual. 
(Links to PSED/C&L/literacy) 

No one knows what lies ahead or 
who they’ll grow to be, It’s all a 
part of growing up – the journey 
to be me! 
 
In this stunning picture book, 
Richard Jones’ enchanting 
illustrations sensitively depict 
each stage of life and the journey 
of transformation that we undergo 
as we grow up. 
(Links to 
UTW/maths/C&L/literacy) 

This book is for brave hunters and 
bear-lovers everywhere! 
Children follow and join in the family’s 
excitement as they wade through the 
grass, splash through the river, 
squelch through the mud and brave 
their way through the swirling, 
whirling snowstorm in search of a 
bear. What a surprise awaits them in 
the cave on the other side of the dark 
forest! 
(Links to PSED/maths/literacy/UTW) 

Reception Whatever Next 
-Jill Murphy 

Peace at 
Last  
-Jill 

Murphy  

 

Elmer 
-David McKee 

 

It’s a No Money 
Day 

-Kate Milner 

 

The Growing Story 
-Ruth Krauss and Helen 

Oxenbury  

 

Handa’s Surprise 

• Eileen Browne 

 

Jill Murphy’s bestselling classic 
Whatever Next and Peace at Last has 
delighted young children for almost 
forty years.  
With a snoring Mrs Bear, an excitable 
Baby Bear and a house full of tapping 
and dripping and ticking, peace is hard 
to come by 
The familiar noises, repetition and 
beautiful illustrations make Jill 
Murphy’s delightful stories an all-time 
favourite. These are beautiful 
refreshed editions of a much-loved 
picture book classic. 
(Links to PSED/ literacy/ C&L/ maths) 

Elmer is different. 
Elmer is patchwork. 
Elmer’s subtle 
message, that it is OK 
to be different, 
resonates with 
children across the 
world. 
(Links to 
PSED/literacy) 

A moving insight 
into the sad rise and 
necessity of 
foodbanks from the 
perspective of 
society’s most 
vulnerable on the 
poverty line, and an 
essential book that 
develops empathy 
in younger readers. 
(Links to 
PSED/literacy) 

The Growing Story is an 
enchanting story about a boy who 
watched living things grow and 
change through the seasons. Just 
as he begins to think that he will 
be small forever, he learns to see 
the signs that he is growing and 
changing too. 
(Links to nursery ‘As We Grow’/ 
UTW/maths/ literacy/ PSED/Y1 
science- seasonal changes) 

One of the best culturally diverse 
picture books in the UK, this is the 
story of Handa, who’s part of the Luo 
tribe in south-west Kenya. Handa 
decides to take seven pieces of 
delicious fruit to her friend, Akeyo, 
who lives in the neighbouring village. 
 
(Links to PSED/UTW- farms in 
England farms in Africa/literacy/ 
maths/ Y1/2 geography) 
 
 
 
 

 



Key Stage One and Two 
 Autumn 

Identity/Diversity Social Justice 
Spring 

Power, Leadership, Invasion 
Summer 

Sustainability, Impact on our world 

Year 1 Where is my home? Why do we have a king or queen? Would you like to live at the seaside? 

The Tiger Who Came to 
Tea- Judith Kerr 

 
 

Fairytales 
 

Christmas Stories 

Paddington 
-Michael Bond 

 
Our Tower 

-Joseph Coelho 
& Richard Johnson 

 

Lost and Found- Oliver 
Jeffers 

The Invisible  - Tom Percival 
 

Pirate Tales 
 

Year 2 How has transport changed? Why did the Normans build castles? How far does our food travel and come from? 

Emma Jane’s Aeroplane 
 

Mrs Armitage on Wheels 
 

Attacking a Norman Castle 
 

The Proudest Blue 
 
 

Grandad Mandela-Ambassador Zindzi Mandela 
 

Anna Hibiscus-Atinuke  

    

Year 3 How has my local community changed? How did the Romans change Britain? Friend or Foe? 

Polonius the pit pony 

Pony in the dark 

 

Escape from Pompeii 
 

Roman Diary: The journal of Iliona 

 

Stone Age Boy 
Journey to the River Sea /  Littlenose the Explorer 

tbc 

  

Year 4 What is Democracy? What makes a great 
leader? 

What did the Ancient Egyptians leave behind? What is the impact of natural disasters? 

Who Let The Gods out? 
Myths and Legends 

  

Egyptian Cinderella 
 

Hide and Seek History – The 

Egyptians 
 
 
 

 

The Firework Maker’s Daughter 

 



 

Year 5 How have railways changed our lives? What aspects of power led the Vikings to 
invade? 

Why are our natural resources being 
exploited? 

Street Child 

 

Viking Boy 

 

The Explorer- Katherine Rundell 
 

 
 

Year 6 How has America tackled injustice? 
Human Rights, Civil Rights, Slavery – what 

have we learnt? 

What aspects of power and leadership led the 
allies to victory in World War Two? 

How can we make a difference? 
 

Stella by Starlight 

 

Goodnight Mr Tom 

 
 

Pig Heart Boy 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


